
Marching Giants 
Attendance Policy 

 
Participation in the marching band requires a strong commitment to all scheduled events. This 
attendance policy was created out of fairness to all participating students and the quality of their 
experience. Every member is a vital component of each performance, and every rehearsal directly 
impacts the quality of these performances. 

Student Accountability 
With time so precious to the marching band, it is imperative that all band members be present and  
on-time for all rehearsals and performances. Students must also be responsible for their music, 
marching, and attitude. If a member does not uphold his/her commitment, that member may be 
removed from performance(s) or dismissed from the band entirely. The discretion lies with Mr. 
Chodoroff.  
 
Punctuality 
Please note that all rehearsal and performance times listed on the season schedule are the times 
when events will actually begin. Students should be at the high school at least 15 minutes prior to 
the listed times so that they have adequate time to get their instrument, charts, lyre, and walk to the 
field.  Unexcused tardiness can have an impact on a student’s marching status. 
 
Conflicts with Other School Activities 
Some students may choose to participate in other HPHS fall activities along with the Marching Giants. In 

order for everyone in the group to have a successful season, it is important to proactively communicate 

any conflicts with Mr. Chodoroff to work out a plan for sharing time. Students will be responsible for 

making up any work missed in rehearsal on their own time, and need to work hard not to fall behind in 

their music or drill. If a student is not prepared to perform due to sharing time with other school activities, 

the student may be removed from the performance at the discretion of Mr. Chodoroff.     

 
Excused absences  
Students will be excused from a required event only with a parent note to Mr. Chodoroff.  
Students cannot be excused from Marching Giants activities without their parent's approval. Work 
conflicts, excessive homework, and test review sessions do not qualify as excused absences.  There 
are no rehearsals on Mondays, Wednesdays, and most Fridays to allow students to attend review 
sessions, doctor’s appointments, and any other engagements. If you work, please forward a copy of 
the season schedule to your employer now! All excused absences must be pre-approved as far in 
advance of the anticipated conflict as possible to minimize disruption to the rest of the group. 
Please note that an excessive amount of excused absences may lead to a student being removed 
from a performance; the discretion lies with Mr. Chodoroff. 
 
Some commonly excused absences have included: 

 Weddings 
 Funerals/death in the family 
 

 Religious events 
 Personal illness

Unexcused absences 
Any unexcused absences (skipping a rehearsal or performance) from any Marching Giants 
event will likely result in the student's immediate suspension from performances, and 
endanger their participation in the Marching Giants. The discretion lies with Mr. Chodoroff. 
 
Student Leaders 
Because of the increased role and visibility of student leaders, their absence from any 
Marching Giants activity could impact their status as a student leader.   


